
A Life of Blessing… Fulfillment  5/29/16 
Ephesians 1:10 

 

Like planning our trip this summer to the mountains.   
                  Need to have the right gear, provisions and planning to make it to your goal.  
       In this journey in life do you know where you are going?  What is ahead?   

What route to take and the essential supplies needed?  
In this passage we are told that we have every spiritual blessing, nothing is lacking for the Xn.  

It is through Christ that these have been provided.  
One of the greatest poverties you would have as an alpinist is not having the right gear,  
     One of the greatest poverties you may have as a Christian is not knowing this passage. 
 
Pray 
 
If you could go back in time and live one day what would it be?    (Not to influence but observe)  
     Historical.  Nov 22, 1963 assassination of JKF. Inauguration of George Washington 
     Personal.   

Maybe the birth of my children (I wouldn’t be so tired) 
    Memorial Day is the day we pay tribute to those who died while serving in the military. 
    Veterans Day in November is a day where we honor those who have served. 
Maybe when my grandfathers, fighting in WWII, got the news the war was over. 

     Actual.    Above all these significant days there is one day.  It is found in the Bible. 
   This may surprise you it would not be the crucifixion or creation.   Road to Emmaus Luke 24:13ff 

 
We have been looking at the blessings of our salvation.  
   This second part is a flow from Father to Son, from heaven to earth, from past to present. 

The enemy wants to make every day a Memorial Day of guilt and shame as  
  he reminds you, and you remember your sins.   YOU HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN 
 Micah 7:19     You will again have compassion on us; You will tread our sins underfoot 

     and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 

  IS 43:25     I, even I, am He who blots out   your transgressions, for My own sake, 
     and remembers your sins no more. 
     In this passage we see that God is the revealer of the design for salvation. 

Verse 7-8     How do you know that redemption has come and that you have it?  V 9 
Verse 9.       The mystery is not given until verse 10. 

 
There are two parts of this verse I want to look at.  The first is: 
When Christ came - The present fulfillment. 
To be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment 
We saw in verse 9 that God’s truth was once hidden but now is made known and revealed in 
Christ. 
So what is the Bible all about? 
Again, the bible contains God’s story, the drama of His saving work from the beginning to end. 
In the Drama of redemption: 
There is one stage – the earth 
There is one main character- God 
There is one focal figure – Jesus          
There is one chief conflict - God’s glory and man’s pride 
There is one principal predicament - man cannot save themselves 
There is one resolution - the redemptive process reaching the climax at Jesus and the Cross 



The coming of Jesus was fulfilling centuries of Messianic prophecies that are found in the OT. 
These prophecies are sometimes called “Messianic prophecies,” because they refer to 
the Messiah, which means “anointed one” or “chosen one”.   

He would come to save his people from their sins. 
   What was hinted at in prophecies and types has now been fulfilled in the coming of Christ.    

Is Christ in every phrase, word or person of the OT passages?   No  
       But he is the objective and theme of the many passages and the stories.    

   
So what is the Bible all about?  When you read through the Old Testament know this: 
God is the Hero of the Old Testament not Moses, there is a greater deliverer coming. 
     Jesus is the greater Moses who brings us out of slavery by the way of the blood of the Lamb. 
 
God is the Hero of the Old Testament not Joshua, there is a greater conqueror coming.  
      Jesus is the greater Joshua who conquers sin and death and rescues His people. 
 
God is the Hero of the Old Testament not David, there is a greater king coming. 
      Jesus is the greater David who unlike David’s kingdom, His Kingdom will last forever. 
 
The Old Testament is about many things but mainly it is about knowing God in salvation to 
come.My encouragement is when you read the Old Testament look at things that point to and 
foreshadow Christ.  

The Old Testament is incomplete- it needs Jesus to come and fulfill it.  
The law was designed to be a schoolmaster to bring us to Jesus.  Gal 3:24 

             We can more fully comprehend Christ by understanding the Old Testament 
Galatians 4:4-5  But when the set time had fully come  (when the fullness of time came)  

God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, 
that we might receive adoption to sonship. 

Paul says that the plan that was made in eternity was now put into time. 
 

When Christ came we were given the present fulfillment of salvation. 
Reading the Old Testament ultimately leads us to come to know God and how He fulfills 
His promises which leads us to the cross. 

God anchors salvation not just in ideas, pictures and prophecies, 
but in actual physical, historical ways that center on the Cross. 

 
Why the cross?  It is the center message of our bible. It is the beautiful exchange. 

The most celebrated event in the OT - Ex 14   (12-14)  
The most celebrated event in the bible is the Cross Event. 

        Because what God did in Ex 14 is related to what He does in the cross 
Or stated another way, we see the shadow of the cross in Exodus 12-14 and in the OT 

 and is revealed now in the reality of Jesus. 
Now wonder Jesus put much emphasis on the OT.  Why?  Because they were all about HIM.     

John 5:39 
 
In the Old Testament the plan of God was more “hidden” and now it is revealed by God.   
   Not a hidden meaning where you need a secret agent decoder ring or changing the meaning.  
It is a mystery in that our human understanding cannot see, only in Christ for He is the mystery. 
The epoch history of redemption has arrived and is fulfilled. 
 
Ephesians 1:10    “To be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment…” 
When Christ came - The present fulfillment.       



Now to the second part of the passage 
to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head even Christ. 
When Christ returns - A future climatic age of fulfillment.  
This is the last part of the mystery that is to be revealed. 
 
There will be a coming time when all things will be under the headship, the lordship of Jesus. 

Christ being the head is a theme in Ephesians  
There is a time coming when all will be put into the management and stewardship of Christ. 
    “Under one head”  NIV, “to unite” ESV   “to bring everything together” HCSB   NLT 
His headship, lordship is not seen today, disorder. 
      Through sin there is so much disorder, Something is amiss here on earth,  

even creation longs for this day Romans 8 
     Jesus and the cross is rejected today 

A Memorial Day display featuring dozens of white crosses to honor fallen soldiers, 
this week was removed from public property in Georgia after someone complained.   

          to represent the fallen solders of that county.  
He who is rejected today, will one day be revered. 

Christ will come and bring back order.   
       All things will be brought together in their meaningful relationship to Christ 

Philippians 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth 

            
One day everyone will know either with repentance or regret, respect or resentment, 
  that Jesus is Lord   
This salvation is “already not yet” for not all things are under the anointed Lordship of Christ. 
God’s goal is to put Christ as the Lord of all. 

This is about universal dominion, not universal salvation. 
Total authority, not total acceptance of everyone.  

 
Salvation is both the present and the future. 
       Christ is the center of God’s great plan which will happen at the end of time. 
 
Only true fulfillment is found in knowing God in Jesus Christ.  
The purpose of our life is to know God better…  

and as a result we worship him more…  
         which brings an outcome of joy and happiness. 

 
 

Just as we have the blessings given to us like freedom 
 by those who died while serving in the military for our country. 

We have the blessings given to us (creation, redemption, election, forgiveness)  
by the one who died in our place according to the plan and good pleasure of God. 
Today surrender to the Lordship of Jesus. 

 
If you met someone on their “road to Emmaus” do you think you could explain the Gospel?  

 


